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he then took the offensive himself. At the head of a large
but motley force he invaded Armenia in 1071, pressing on
recklessly until at Manzikert he came face to face with the
disciplined array of the Seljuks under their Sultan, Alp Arslan.
Ignorant of the foe with whom he had to deal, he staked his
whole resources on the issue of a single battle, and was n071\
completely defeated and himself taken prisoner.

The main fighting force of the Eastern Empire was
annihilated, and its defences lay exposed to the invader.
Alp Arslan advanced into Syria in 1071 to ensure the conquest divisions
of Aleppo. The next year he was murdered in Turkestan, and
was succeeded by his son Malik Shah (1072-94), who was
content to leave the western advance in the hands of his
subordinates. Atsiz, in command in Syria and Palestine,
captured Jerusalem in 1071 and Damascus in 1075 ; in 1079
he was superseded by Malik Shah's brother Tutush. The
issue lay between Seljuks and Fatimites, and the latter were
almost expelled from Palestine. So the position remained
until the death of Malik Shah in 1094. For some years after
this there was civil war in Mesopotamia, various claimants,
among them Tutush, disputing the succession; the Seljuk
leaders in Syria and Asia Minor were left to their own devices.
Tutush met his death in Mesopotamia, and the Egyptian
Moslems took the opportunity to regain Jerusalem. So, at
the opening of the First Crusade, Syria and North Palestine
were occupied by Seljuk emirs, acknowledging the Caliph
of Bagdad and the authority of their Sultan but acting on
their own and receiving no assistance from him, while South
Palestine and, later, Jerusalem were occupied by Egyptian
Moslems, acknowledging the Caliph of Cairo. These two
groups were as hostile to one another as they were to the
crusading Christians. It was actually during the course of
the First Crusade that the Fatimites recovered Jerusalem.

With all this Constantinople was not concerned. Itsjh^
recent acquisitions in Cilicia and Syria had to be abandoned,
for the frontiers were overrun and Asia Minor was being
penetrated by Seljuk bands. A powerful Seljuk principality
under an independent Sultan was formed in Asia Minor, to
which was given the name of Rum, a fitting title l for a State

1 For Rum (i.e. Rome) was the name by which the Eastern Empire was
known by its eastern neighbours.